Weekly Roundup
Roundup
Weekly

Issues for the week
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources .......................................................................................... 2
Import Industry Advice Notice.......................................................................................................... 2
Federal Register of Legalisation ....................................................................................................................... 2
Legislative Instruments: .................................................................................................................... 2
Legislative Instrument Compilations: ............................................................................................... 3
Biosecurity Act .................................................................................................................................. 3
Act Compilations ............................................................................................................................... 3
Food Standards Australia New Zealand .......................................................................................................... 3
Media Issues for the week (25/05/17): ............................................................................................. 3
FSAANZ Work Plan – open for comment:.......................................................................................... 4
Food Standards Gazette .................................................................................................................... 4
Notification Circular ........................................................................................................................... 5
Australian Industry Group ............................................................................................................................... 5

FBIA Weekly Roundup 22/05/17 – 28/05/17

Department of Agriculture and Water Resources
Import Industry Advice Notice
The Department of Agriculture and Water Resources,
together with other Australian government
departments, is responsible for operations related to
importing goods to Australia. The department provides
updates and notices that are useful to industry.
This week’s IIAN:
25-May-2017

54/17

Improved monitoring of methyl bromide fumigations for perishable plant products

Federal Register of Legalisation
Legislative Instruments:
Food Standards (Application A1121 – Oryzin (Protease) as a Processing Aid (Enzyme)) Variation
The instrument amends the food standards in the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code.
Item was modified on 23/05/2017 11:59:59 PM
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L00583
Food Standards (Application A1124 – Alternative DHA-rich Algal Oil for Infant Formula Products) Variation
The instrument amends the food standards in the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code.
Item was modified on 23/05/2017 11:59:59 PM
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L00586
Food Standards (Application A1133 – Maximum Residue Limits for Avilamycin in specific Pig Commodities)
Variation
The instrument amends the food standards in the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code.
Item was modified on 23/05/2017 11:59:59 PM
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L00591
Food Standards (Application A1134 – Increased Concentration of Plant Sterols in Breakfast Cereals)
Variation
This instrument amends the Food Standards in the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code.
Item was modified on 23/05/2017 11:59:59 PM
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L00584
Food Standards (Proposal P1026 – Lupin as an Allergen) Variation
This instrument amends the Food Standards in the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code.
Item was modified on 23/05/2017 11:59:59 PM
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L00585
Biosecurity (Human Health) Regulation 2016
This regulation sets out the requirements for preventing and managing biosecurity risks to human health.
Item was amended
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2016L00719
Biosecurity Amendment (Ballast Water and Other Measures) Regulations 2017
This regulation amends the Biosecurity Regulation 2016 and the Biosecurity (Human
Health) Regulation 2016 in line with recent changes to the Biosecurity Act 2015.
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Item was modified on 22/05/2017 11:59:59 PM, registered on 22/5/17, Some or all of this commenced on
23/5/17
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L00571

Legislative Instrument Compilations:
Biosecurity (Human Health) Regulation 2016
Compilation was registered on 24/05/2017
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017C00412

Biosecurity Act
Biosecurity Amendment (Ballast Water and Other Measures) Act 2017
An Act to amend the Biosecurity Act 2015, and for related purposes
Item was modified on 19/05/2017 11:59:59 PM
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2017A00034
Biosecurity Amendment (Ballast Water and Other Measures) Act 2017
An Act to amend the Biosecurity Act 2015, and for related purposes
Item was registered on 19/05/2017
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2017A00034

Act Compilations
Biosecurity Act 2015
Compilation was registered on 22/05/2017
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2017C00148

Food Standards Australia New Zealand
Media Issues for the week (25/05/17):
Labelling
According to this article, the Health Star Rating System is ‘flawed’ because it assesses nutrients alone
which sometimes means healthy foods can have fewer stars than highly processed junk food. The
Australian government introduced the voluntary system in 2014, which uses stars to show the nutritional
profile of packaged foods.
Last week a reported 36 million pounds of non-organic soybeans suddenly obtained “organic” labels for
domestic sale after entering California—a situation that may be made possible because of the complex
global supply chains that exist for imported foods. This article takes a look at why it’s so hard to regulate
supply chains in the US.
Food safety
The FDA has announced that both the United States and Australia have recognised each other's food
safety systems as comparable to each other. This is the third time that the FDA has given this recognition
to a country, the first being New Zealand in 2012 and the second being Canada in 2016. Read more.
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Tens of thousands of people in Britain are being infected with a ‘mutant virus’ that’s lurking in their
sausages, bacon, pork pies and salami after a new strain of hepatitis E was linked to pig farms across
Europe. Research indicates a surge in the illness over recent years, with experts suggesting it could be
reduced simply by increasing cooking times to kill bacteria. Read more.
Counterfeit food is big business—so big that one international operation seized more than 10,000 tonnes
and 1 million litres of hazardous fake foods and drinks. This story looks at the industry of phony low-cost
versions of real products that experts suggest are a threat to the health and safety of people around the
world who unsuspectingly purchase them.
Many of us just want to get into and out of the supermarket quickly, but one expert says that in our rush,
some of us handle the food we buy in a way that poses safety risks, like spoilage and cross-contamination,
that can result in illness. This article has tips for how we can ensure safe food handling while doing our
groceries.
Diet and nutrition
This story hears from a sports medicine physician who says that diet contributes about 85% to an athlete’s
performance, with nutrition being the most important component of performing well, ahead of training
and other activities.
According to this article, what a woman eats during pregnancy could have repercussions that affect the
newborn throughout their childhood and beyond. Poor nutrition during pregnancy can cause health issues and abnormalities in the development of the child’s organs, including the brain.
A dietician is suggesting that a 'snacking epidemic' is fuelling Australia's childhood obesity problem, as
small children never experience the feeling of hunger to help them learn how to regulate their appetites.
Read more.
GMO
A NZ anti-GMO organisation has published a media release suggesting that a new 'toxic' variety of GM oil
may be in the local food system as a result of restaurants’ declining use of canola oil. The group claims that
some cottonseed oils may contain the chemical 2,4-D which has been banned in the EU, and notes that
GM crops are exempt from labelling requirements in Australia and New Zealand. See the media release.
Quirky
A café in Melbourne has taken the smashed avo obsession and coffee culture to new levels, with its
creation of the ‘avolatte’. Served in a hollowed out avocado skin, the latte has been referred to as “peak
hipster” and declared to be “a wonderful time to be alive”. Now we definitely can’t afford a house.
Witness the avolatte.

FSAANZ Work Plan – open for comment:
Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) has called for submissions on its work plan. The closing
date for submissions is 13 June 2017. View here.

Food Standards Gazette
Amendment No. 170 was gazetted on 25 May 2017 in Australia (effect in New Zealand will follow gazettal
of a Ministerial Notice). It is available from the FSANZ website at Gazette notices. The amendment has also
been registered on the Federal Register of Legislation.
Compilations for the affected standards will be published very soon.
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The Applications and Proposal under which the amendments have been made are:






A1121 – Oryzin (Protease) as a Processing Aid (Enzyme)
A1124 – Alternative DHA-rich Algal Oil for Infant Formula Products
A1133 – Maximum Residue Limits for Avilamycin in specific Pig Commodities
A1134 – Increased Concentration of Plant Sterols in Breakfast Cereals
P1026 – Lupin as an Allergen

Notification Circular
The latest Notification Circular (14-17) was published on 26 May 2017.
The Circular summarises work currently being undertaken or finalised by FSANZ including:




A1146 – Thermolysin (Protease) as a Processing Aid
A1139 – Food derived from Potato Lines F10, J3, W8, X17 & Y9 (call for submissions)
Amendment No. 170 (Gazetted 25 May 2017)

Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority
Regulatory Update #251 – May 26th 2017 view here.

Australian Industry Group
Industry Newsletter:
https://www.aigroup.com.au/policy-and-research/industrynewsletter/
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