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Department Agriculture and Water
Resources
BICON ALERT
Maize grits for human consumption or processing
Effective 1 May 2018 to 30 June 2018
Carob and cocoa beans and husk for human consumption
Effective 4 May 2018 to 18 October 2018
Psyllium husks for human consumption
Effective 4 May 2018 to 18 October 2018

ABIAB IMPORT CONDITIONS REVIEW - CURRENT REQUEST
DAWR are seeking submissions regarding current issues or concerns with the importation of
Culture media which will include the following BICON cases: Culture media
If you wish to submit comments about the import conditions for Culture media please
provide them via email at ABIABImportConditionsReview@agriculture.gov.au or by phone on
1800 900 090 (Prompt 1, then Prompt 1, and ask for the Animal Import Conditions Review
(ICR) section).
The project schedule requires comments to be provided by close of business 1 July 2018.
Responses received after this date may not be included in the review.

Federal Register of Legislation
LEGISLATIVE INSTRUMENTS
Food Standards (Application A1136 – Protein Glutaminase as a Processing Aid (Enzyme))
Variation. Item was modified on 3/05/2018
The instrument varies standards in the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code.
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2018L00578

Food Standards Australia New
Zealand
STANDARDS MANAGEMENT
The latest Notification Circular (45-18) was published on 3 May 2018.

Latest updates from Product Safety Australia

Sweet Bondi Pty Ltd — Tapioca
Coconut Milk Puddings - Mango,
Raspberry and Plain Flavours

The Circular summarises work currently being undertaken or finalised by FSANZ including:
• P1048 - Code revision 2018 (New proposal)
• P1046 - L-amino acid acetate in Food for Special Medical Purposes (call for comments)
• A1136 – Protein Glutaminase as a Processing Aid (Enzyme)

2018 MRL HARMONISATION
Call for requests period for the 2018 MRL harmonisation proposal is now open. The call for
requests will close on Wednesday 6 June 2018. Information to assist you prepare an MRL
harmonisation request and anticipated timelines for the 2018 MRL Proposal are available on
the FSANZ website.
Information to assist you prepare your harmonisation requests can also be found in the
recently updated Guide to submitting requests for MRL harmonisation proposals and the .
harmonisation request template (3rd Edition, April 2018).
Please contact the FBIA Administrator at info@fbia.org.au if you require further assistance

FSANZ - MEDIA ISSUES FOR THE WEEK
Food Labelling
Australian free range egg producers are now bound by a new information standard, applied
under Australian Consumer Law. Under the new rules, egg producers cannot use the words
"free range" on their cartons unless the eggs meet certain criteria.
The UK’s Express says that sugar-free labels are confusing shoppers into buying sugary
products as they are legally permitted to contain up to 0.5g of sugar per 100ml or 100g.
Food Regulation
The Ministry for Primary Industries has established three new business units – Biosecurity New
Zealand, Fisheries New Zealand and New Zealand Food Safety.

A briefing paper produced for members of the UK House of Lords says that leaving the EU
will create food safety regulation ‘challenges’ given the number of functions which may
need to be transferred from the EU to the UK.
Food Safety
The Conversation looks at how virtual reality training could help improve employee
engagement in food hygiene training.
A norovirus outbreak traced to raw oysters from the British Columbia has crossed the Canadian
border with about 100 people in California affected.

Shell eggs from an Indiana farm that have been recalled in the United States because a
Salmonella outbreak were also shipped to several other countries.
Edible packaging, made out of corn and seafood by-products, could reduce or replace
conventional plastic packaging. Researchers are now looking at testing the toxicity to
ensure it is suitable for human consumption.
Diet and Nutrition
Four Corners airs its program ‘Tipping the Scales’ which covers the role of sugar in
Australia’s growing obesity problem.
The Conversation compiled five analytical pieces on sugar policy.
Another article discusses the politics around sugar and nutrition policy.
FoodProcessing.com looks at whether sweet snacks tax better than sugar sweetened
beverages.
The Australian Organic Market Report 2018 has been released and found that the organic
market has reached $2.4 billion and more than six in 10 Australian households now buy
organic products in any given year – part of this trend has been attributed to millennials
who ‘know more, demand more and expect more’. Read the story on News.com.au.
The Daily Telegraph busts, what they report as, five of the most common salt
misconceptions.
Researchers will trial a new diet therapy to test whether it can help relieve or improve
migraines.
Almond milk is popular, but a Dr from the SBS show Trust Me, I’m a Doctor, says that the
milk lacks a key supplement causing an issue for women in particular, as it only has 1-2
per cent of the iodine content of cow’s milk.
Research
A survey of 1,300 people in England looked at their beliefs about cancer causes – with
almost half of the respondents believing that stress and food additives cause cancer, and
about a third blamed GM foods.
A US study has found the consumption of dark chocolate can improve your eyesight,
albeit only slightly.
Chemicals in Food
The Guardian reveals internal Food and Drug Administration emails which reportedly
show that the FDA has had trouble finding any food that does not carry traces of
glyphosate. The FDA is due to release its official findings later this year or early in 2019.

For more information visit www.fbia.org.au

Business
Consultation
Notification
CALLS FOR COMMENT ON PLAIN
ENGLISH ALLERGEN LABELLING
You are invited to comment on allergen labelling
requirements to be clearer, which will help food
allergen-sensitive consumers and food businesses.
Closes 10 May 2018.

CALLS FOR SUBMISSIONS ON
THERMOLYSIN AS A PROCESSING
AID
You are invited to comment on the application to
permit the use of Thermlysin (protease) from
Anoxybacillus caldiproteolyticus as a processing aid
(enzyme) for use in the manufacture and/or
processing of dairy, egg, meat, fish, yeast, protein
products and in the flavouring production industry.
Closes 24 May 2018.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS – URGENT
PROPOSAL P1046 –
ASSESSMENT OF THE VARIATION
Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ)
today issued a call for comment on the recent urgent
approval of acetate forms of L-amino acids in food for
special medical purposes.
Foods for special medical purposes are used to
manage the diets of people with certain diseases,
disorders or medical conditions.
Closes 31 May 2018.

REVIEW OF THE BIOSECURITY RISKS
OF, AND IMPORT CONDITIONS FOR,
PRAWNS AND PRAWN PRODUCTS,
Animal Biosecurity invites submissions on specific
issues with Australia's current prawn import conditions
and the Prawn IRA for consideration as part of the
review and when preparing the draft report.
Closes 04 June 2018.

More than 100 blood tests of Katherine residents show high levels of PFAS and at least
half of the samples show the PFHxS levels are higher than the PFOS and PFOA.
GM
The Guardian discusses the growing area of using new technologies to create food that
doesn’t use meat or dairy—such as lab grown meat, eggs made from mung beans and
cow’s milk brewed from yeast.
Quirky
Rotten durian fruit prompted fears of a gas leak at RMIT University in Melbourne.

APVMA
PERFORMANCE HAT TRICK FOR AUSTRALIA’S AGRICULTURAL
AND VETERINARY CHEMICAL REGULATOR
The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) has improved
operational performance for a third consecutive quarter, with 79 per cent of assessments
finalised on time during the March quarter of 2018. Read the full article here.

REGULATORY UPDATE ISSUE #270
3 May 2018
• APVMA achieves another quarter of performance improvement
• World-first access for Australian farmers following APVMA agvet chemical approval
• Seeking input on the Risk Assessment Manual for Chemistry and Manufacture
• Join our team—submit your application now
• Reminder—open for public consultation

2018 Harvesting Food Solutions Showcasing Saskatchewan’s Natural
and Organic Sectors
Saskatchewan Trade & Export
Partnership (STEP) is the Canadian
Province of Saskatchewan’s export
promotion agency. STEP will be hosting
an incoming buyer program for food
manufacturers, importers, processors,
private label and food service buyers for
both the natural and organic sectors on
September 24-28, 2018 in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan.
F&GC 2018
22 May – 24 May 2018
Grand Hyatt Melbourne
https://www.ivvy.com.au/event/FG2018/
start-registration/delegate

CBFCA Australia
THE CONTINUED BIOSECURITY COMPETENCY (CBC) WEBINAR
The following resources have been provided, especially for those of you who may not have
been able to attend yesterday:
CBC Powerpoint Presentation
Questions from the CBC Presentation

Ai Group Industry Newsletter
https://www.aigroup.com.au/policy-andresearch/industrynewsletter/

Australian Food News
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
-

UK Supermarket giants merger talks but will Australia be next?
Kaufland may open in Australia within the next 12 months
Almost half of the people in Australia's cities are yet to order their food through an app
FoodLegal announces workshop in compliance marketing
Low price wine at risk as global production sinks
New Breakky Rice now sold at Woolworths
Kelloggs try to bring consumers back to Breakkie cereal with gut bacteria 'zoo'
McKenzies Food launches two new winter coup mixes
Sakata release three new vegetable cracker varieties

Rigby Cook Lawyers
A TRADE 'LETTER FROM AMERICA'
The renowned journalist Alistair Cooke famously wrote and broadcast 'Letter from America'
from the US for a period of 58 years.
Having listened to many of the letters as a younger man, it occurred to me that this article
could draw from the 'Letter from America' history as another form of 'Letter from America' but
focussing on observations on trade matters from my current trip to New York City, Washington
DC and Chicago, homes to much of American politics and industry.
http://www.rigbycooke.com.au/latest/a-trade-letter-from-america

For more information visit www.fbia.org.au
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Calculating the cost of
bread?
Sometimes science is
better with a pint.

