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Department Agriculture and Water
Resources
FOOD FAILING REPORT
The failing food report for JANUARY 2018 is now available to view on the website and can
be accessed via the following link:
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/goods/food/inspection-compliance/failing-foodreports

BIOSECURITY IMPORT PERMITS - DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE AND WATER RESOURCES NOTICE
Who does this notice affect?
Importers of conditionally non-prohibited goods that require an import permit and agents
acting on importers’ behalf.
What has changed?
From 9 April 2018, the department will no longer facilitate the clearance of conditionally nonprohibited goods that arrive without the required import permit.
Goods that require a permit, but arrive without one, including where an application is
currently under consideration, will be directed for export from Australian territory or
required to be destroyed in an approved manner.
Why are permits required?
The Biosecurity (Prohibited and Conditionally Non-prohibited Goods) Determination 2016
(the Determination)specifies the alternative conditions for the import of conditionally nonprohibited goods. Where there are no alternative conditions for particular goods specified in
the Determination an import permit is required.
The import permit assessment and approval process, as set out in the Biosecurity Act 2015
(the Act), provides the department with control over the import of certain biosecurity risk
goods through the application of conditions based on technical, scientific, administrative
requirements, and the fitness and propriety of the importer and their associates.
Conditionally non-prohibited goods must not be brought or imported into Australian
territory, unless the specified conditions are complied with, including holding a valid import
permit if required. The Act does not provide for permits to be issued after the goods have
been brought into Australian territory, and to do so is a criminal offence with a penalty of 5
years imprisonment or 300 penalty units, or both. The penalty for this offence is 10 years
imprisonment and/or 2,000 penalty units if a person obtains a commercial advantage over
their competitors or potential competitors. Contravening the Act can also make a person
liable to a civil penalty of up to 120 penalty units.

IMPORTED FOOD NOTICE 02-18
Latest updates from Product Safety Australia

Nutrisoy Pty Ltd — Macro Chinese
Honey Soy Flavoured Tofu
Washed Rind Pty Ltd — White
Mould Cheeses

06 April 2018
Increased inspection times for surveillance foods

Food Standards Australia New
Zealand
FSANZ - MEDIA ISSUES FOR THE WEEK
Food Labelling
Professor Amanda Lee says that it is almost impossible to follow dietary guidelines on
cutting intake of added sugar because labels are not legally required to reveal added sugar,
just total sugar.
The Sydney Morning Herald features an article on lab-grown vegetarian “meat” in what it
describes as a market that is becoming concerned about animal welfare, the environment and
the use of antibiotics.
The Conversation reports that Canada is resisting U.S. attempts to stop it from putting labels
on processed foods to warn of their health risks. It also reports that a new study also found
that the 1989 Canada–U.S. Free Trade Agreement was associated with a substantial rise in
calorie availability in Canada.
Food Safety
Rombola Family Farms has been cleared to resume production after the listeria outbreak.
A U.S. court has ordered a dairy producer linked to a Listeria monocytogenes outbreak to cease
operations until it can comply with food safety regulations.
ABC reports that scientists have cracked the code of shell strength, paving the way for safer
eggs and lowering chances of food poisoning.
For the first time ever the FDA has ordered a company to recall products after Triangle
Pharmanaturals LLC refused to remove its kratom products from sale after state and federal
tests showed Salmonella contamination.

Diet and Nutrition
Experts say that those who jump on the vegan bandwagon need to know the potential
dangers of the diet.
Margarine, processed meat and soft drink are among the foods reported on news.com.au as
foods you should never eat.
No, that carb loaded macaroni won’t ruin your weight loss efforts. A new study found that
pasta can help you lose weight when consumed as part of a healthy low GI diet.
The Daily Mail reports that McDonalds has recalled its hash browns from stores in Melbourne.

The results from a review by the Heart Foundation found that the “DASH” diet generated
the most benefits to reduce the risk of cardiovascular disease.
Young females in Australia aged between 18-25 are less likely to be overweight and more
likely to meet physical activity recommendations than young males, according to a new
study from the Baker Heart and Diabetes Institute in Melbourne.
Chemicals in food
Michigan state has released updated guidelines for consuming fish from Lake St. Clair and
the Flint River, which take PFAS into account.
Microplastics
Scientists have tested how many tiny flecks of plastic sit in the average home-cooked
meal. The research team say that their results indicate that the greatest level of
microplastic pollution in home-cooked meals mostly came from household dust — and
not the cooking process or food chain.
Another study has found that many organic fertilisers applied to gardens and farms
contain tiny fragments of plastic which could end up in the food we eat.
GM
WA Liberal member and former grains farmer Jim Chown says anti-Genetically Modified
(GM) crop activists are equal to Islamic State operatives due to failed efforts to “fabricate
evidence” regarding the scientific efficacy of GM canola.
An editorial in New Scientist by Environmentalist Mark Lynas, who was once an anti-GM
activist, says that refusing to accept that GM foods is safe is like climate change denial.
Quirky
Care to have sushi in your chili or bananas topped with ham and a mystery yellow glaze?.
Buzzfeed dishes out some awful food combinations.

For more information visit www.fbia.org.au

Business
Consultation
Notification
CALLS FOR COMMENT ON PLAIN
ENGLISH ALLERGEN LABELLING
You are invited to comment on allergen labelling
requirements to be clearer, which will help food
allergen-sensitive consumers and food businesses.
Closes 12 April 2018.

DRAFT REVIEW OF IMPORT
CONDITIONS FOR BRASSICACEOUS
CROP SEEDS FOR SOWING INTO
AUSTRALIA
You are invited to comment on Australia’s biosecurity
import conditions for brassicaceous crop seeds for
sowing.
Closes 19 April 2018.

FOOD AND GROCERY CODE OF
CONDUCT REVIEW
You are invited to provide feedback on the
effectiveness of the current Food and Grocery Code of
Conduct. This feedback will be used to initiate a draft
report and develop recommendations to the
Commonwealth.
Closes 30 April 2018.

Federal
Register of
legislation
BILLS
Biosecurity Legislation Amendment (Miscellaneous
Measures) Bill 2018
A Bill for an Act to amend the Biosecurity Act 2015,
and for other purposes
Item was modified on 3/04/2018
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2018B00060

Australian Pesticides and Veterinary
Medicines Authority
REMINDER FOR THE APVMA CLIENT AND STAKEHOLDER
SURVEY 2018
To access the survey, click on the link below, or copy and paste this into your browser.
https://survey.confirmit.com.au/wix/p2385008.aspx?r=1480&s=MNTERAPJ
The survey will remain open for completion until midnight on 22 April 2018.
If you have any technical difficulties in accessing the survey, please contact The ORU at
apvmasurvey@theoru.com

Australian Food News
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
-

ACCC approves Saputo acquisition of Murray Goulburn
Rockmelon grower cleared for production again after listeria outbreak
Coles strikes 10 year partnership with Laurent Boillon
Woolowrths to remove plastic bags by 20 June 2018
Dessert inspired flavoured milks launched by Coca-cola
FIAL launches UK Grocery Accelerator program
White wings now selling "Better For You' flour
Ferrero recommits to Fairtrade program

Rigby Cooke Lawyers
THE PROPOSED NEW CHARGE ON LVTS – WHEN A PROCESSING
CHARGE IS NOT A TAX
29 MARCH 2018
There has been significant commentary on the proposal for the introduction of a processing
charge on certain low-value import transactions (LVT) which are transacted through a SelfAssessed Clearance Declaration (SAC).

ICHCA March 2018 newsletter
The International Cargo Handling Coordination Association (ICHCA) is an
international, independent, notfor-profit
organisation dedicated to improving the
safety, security, sustainability,
productivity and efficiency of cargo
handling and goods movement by all
modes and through all phases of
national and international supply chains.
International congress on Food
Processing, Safety and Packaging
September 20-21, 2018 in Prague,
Czech Republic.
Food Congress 2018 is one of the
Human Health meetings which will be
visited by the entire prestigious person
in charge, food educators, food
inspectors, fiery inspectors,
postgraduates, affiliations, business
meanders under a solitary rooftop.
10th Addition of Peru's food industry
expo EXPOALIMENTARIA 2018
Expoalimentaria is the largest
international trade show in the region
that highlights food and beverages,
machinery, equipment, inputs,
containers and packaging, services,
restaurants, and gastronomy. It has
become the focal point of exporters and
select buyers from all corners of the
globe.

The commentary had originally arisen within the affected industry but soon extended into the
political environment with the charge being described as a new 'tax' and drawing criticism from
the federal Opposition even though governments of both political persuasions have, over time,
supported the concept of cost recovery which is also endorsed by the Department of Finance in
guidelines which apply to all cost recovery arrangements. Read the full article here.

Australian Taxation Office
SINGLE TOUCH PAYROLL

F&GC 2018
22 May – 24 May 2018
Grand Hyatt Melbourne
https://www.ivvy.com.au/event/FG2018/
start-registration/delegate

The Budget Savings (Omnibus) Bill 2016 was enacted on 16 September 2016 – making Single
Touch Payroll (STP) a legislative requirement in Australia. STP will lead to transparency in
payroll reporting and level the playing field to ensure that all employers are meeting their
employer taxation obligations.
Mandatory STP reporting commences for businesses with 20 or more employees on July 1,
2018. Businesses with 19 or less employees can opt to report from July 1, 2018. The ATO are
proposing it will become mandatory for these business from July 1, 2019.
The following organisations will be sharing payroll data in real time from July 1, 2018.
•
•
•
•

ATO
Fair Work Australia
WorkCover
State Revenue Office (VIC)

For more information go to https://www.ato.gov.au/Business/Single-Touch-Payroll/

For more information visit www.fbia.org.au

Ai Group Industry Newsletter
https://www.aigroup.com.au/policy-andresearch/industrynewsletter/

