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Industry NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS QUIN SCALZO
Congratulations to Quin Scalzo of Scalzo Foods who has been made an AM (Member of the
Order of Australia) in the Australia Day Honours, for significant service to the food retailing
industry, and to the community through support for a range of charitable organisations.
Quin is a longtime supporter of the FBIA. Over the years Quin has held several positions
including president and treasurer, and he is currently an elected member of our executive
management team.
To learn more about Quin, please read http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/the-mighty-quinfrom-poor-immigrant-to-400-million-nut-king-20180124-p4yytr.html .
Congratulations Quin on this honour – you are an outstanding AM recipient.

CONGRATULATIONS HARTMUT KRTSCHIL
For those members who have been in the industry for some time you would remember Mr
Hartmut (Hart) Krtschil, who was a significant contributor to the imported food sector. Hart
was also posthumously made an AM (Member in the General Division of the Order of
Australia) for his significant service to biosecurity and quarantine systems, and to the freight
transport industry.

Department of Agriculture and Water
Resources
IMPORTED FOOD SECTION UPDATE
The failing food report for DECEMBER 2017 is now available to view on the website and can
be accessed via the following link:
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/goods/food/inspection-compliance/failing-foodreports

RETORTED MEAT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION - UPDATE

The Department of Agriculture and Water Resources have implemented a grace period for
retorted goods.
The grace period allows the clearance of product at the border using the old conditions up
until 26 February 2018. This has been introduced in recognition that it may take some
importers more time to negotiate and obtain government health certificates to replace the
previously accepted government endorsed manufacturer’s declaration.
If you are experiencing issues, or believe that it will be difficult to obtain health certificates
for consignments past 26 February, please contact Carolyn at carolyn.macgill@fbia.org.au or
0401 963 013.

Department of Industry, Innovation &
Science
DUMPING NOTICE REGARDING THE PROPOSED EXPIRY OF
MEASURES ON DRIED CURRANTS EXPORTED FROM GREECE
If the proposed expiry of measure on dried currants from Greece will impact your
business, you may want to make a submission. There is provision for those who support
the measures to seek to extend the measures. If the Anti Dumping Commission receives
enough submissions in support, there would be an investigation re extending the
measures.
To learn more, please got to
http://www.adcommission.gov.au/notices/Documents/2018/ADN201809%20%20Notice%20-%20Expiry%20of%20anti-dumping%20measures.pdf

Victorian Department of Health &
Human Services
ANNUAL FOOD SAFETY REPORT
Click here to view the Annual Food Safety Report - The food Act report 2016 - Food safety:
Partnering for success

Food Standards Australia New
Zealand
FSANZ NEWS JANUARY 2018
New year, new beginnings
The New Year brings a fresh start for FSANZ as our Canberra staff officially moved into
our new premises at 15 Lancaster Place, Majura Park on 29 January.
Temporary employment register
We are seeking expressions of interest from suitable candidates to fill potential short
term positions with us.
Assessment of trans fatty acids in imported oils
We partnered with the New Zealand Ministry for Primary Industries on an assessment of
trans fatty acids (TFAs) in imported oils. The report found that there has been a significant
decline in the importation of vegetable fats and oils with potential to contain TFAs into
Australia and New Zealand.
Amendment No.176

Business
Consultation
Notification
A1154 – FOOD DERIVED
FROM INSECTPROTECTED COTTON
LINE MON88702
The purpose of the Application is to seek
approval for food derived from a
genetically-modified insect-protected
cotton line, MON88702.
14 February 2018.

CALL FOR COMMENT ON
CHANGES TO MAXIMUM
RESIDUE LIMITS
Food Standards Australia New Zealand
(FSANZ) has called for submissions on
a proposal to change maximum residue
limits (MRLs) for some agricultural and
veterinary chemicals.
Closes 26 February 2018.

CALL FOR COMMENT
ON FRESH DRAGON
FRUIT FROM INDONESIA
RISK ANALYSIS
You are invited to provide feedback on
the draft report outlining the identified
risks and proposed risk management
measures associated with importing
fresh dragon fruit from Indonesia.
Closes 19 March 2018.

Amendment No. 176 contains amendments to the following standards in the Australia
New Zealand Food Standards Code:

FSANZ - MEDIA ISSUES FOR THE WEEK
Food labelling
China is stepping up its investigations intro celebrity food endorsements after laws were
passed in 2015 stating that celebrity endorsers can be held responsible for false claims in
ads, while child celebrities under the age of 10 cannot endorse products. Read more here.
The Jamaican Government is moving to improve food labelling as part of its national focus on
reducing non-communicable diseases and promoting healthy lifestyle habits. Read the story
here.
Coffee in California may soon come with a consumer warning about cancer after a lawsuit was
filed seeking to require coffee sellers to warn customers about the ingestion of acrylamide, a
possibly cancer-causing chemical that’s produced when coffee beans are roasted. Under
California’s Proposition 65, businesses are required to notify customers if their products
contain any of 65 chemicals, including acrylamide. Read the story here.
GM Foods
GE Free NZ is calling on FSANZ to review the draft approval for Golden Rice, which is genetically
modified to produce beta-carotene. See the story here.
An opinion piece, by the director of the Yunnan Institute for Ecological Agriculture, expresses
concerns about the use of GM food after GM Huahui No.1 rice was approved by the US Food
and Drug Administration. Read the piece here.

Latest updates from Product Safety Australia

Fresh Delights — Pumpkin and
Feta Pizza
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/r
ecall/fresh-delights-pumpkin-andfeta-pizza
Le Rose Nominees Pty Ltd — Fruit
Mince Tarts (extended recall)
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/re
call/le-rose-nominees-pty-ltd-fruitmince-tarts-extended-recall

Additives
Artificial sweeteners targeting carbonic anhydrase IX (CA IX), a protein associated with
aggressive cancers, could be used in cancer fighting treatments in the future. Researchers
report that an artificial sweetener could lead to development of a more selective therapy,
which has less side effects than what’s currently offered. Read the story here.
Diet and nutrition
The New Daily reports that alcoholic drinks are the number one source of liquid calories and
that a labelling loophole has created an uneven playing field in the debate about a tax on
sugary drinks. Read more here.
Nine News looks at the various alternatives to cow’s milk and finds that soy milk comes up on
top (nutrition-wise). See the story here.
ABC Online publishes advice for packing a healthy lunchbox including sticking to the outer
aisles of the grocery store, refraining from snacks with a nutrition label and getting the kids
involved. Read the piece here.
Members of the Irish public have been warned that there is no scientifically valid test to
diagnose food intolerance, and products being promoted as such should not be used.
According to the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA), food intolerance tests cannot
diagnose food intolerance conditions and people should not act on the results of such tests
without expert advice from a doctor or registered dietitian. Read the story here.

Food irradiation
Acceptance and use of irradiation has reached new levels in 2017 with many countries
beginning to irradiate foods, especially for market access. Read the story here.
Quirky
“Absurd” labelling trends, such as gluten free water, are making the rounds again. This time
on BBC.com.

Health Star Rating
Upcoming workshops - five year review
of the Health Star Rating system
Workshops will run across Australia and
New Zealand from 2 February – 12 April
2018. Further details on dates, times
and locations can be found on the
Health Star Rating website.
F&GC 2018
22 May – 24 May 2018
Grand Hyatt Melbourne
https://www.ivvy.com.au/event/FG2018/
start-registration/delegate

If you’re on Facebook, we know you’ve seen some of these too. Mens Health rounds up their
top 10 worst pieces of nutrition advice floating around on Facebook.

Australian Border Force
GOODS COMPLIANCE UPDATE
Click here to view Good Compliance update January 2018

Belt & Road International Food Expo
https://www.fmcc.com.hk/

Australian Pesticides and Veterinary
Medicines Authority
APVMA GAZETTE
Edition No. 2, 30 January 2018 is now available on the APVMA website.
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Australian Food News
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
-

David Jones plans to open standalone food stores
Woolworths unveils its next generation supermarket
Strong first half FY18 for Treasury Wine Estates
Australian wine industry strongest in more than a decade
Chobani releases mandarin yoghurt
JBS Australia launches premium beef brand
CCA Australian Beverages Managing Director steps down
US Beverage giants Dr Pepper Snapple and Keurig merge

For more information visit www.fbia.org.au

Ai Group Industry Newsletter
https://www.aigroup.com.au/policy-andresearch/industrynewsletter/

