18 - 24 September

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND WATER RESOURCES
Import Industry
Advice Notice
20-Sep-2017 | 88/17

Import Assessments September/October Public Holidays
18-Sep-2017 | 87/17

Cargo Online Lodgement System, Post
Entry Biosecurity System and Online
Payment Service Unavailable 8:00pm
Friday 22nd September 2017 to 1:45am
Saturday 23rd September 2017 (AEST)

Do you know anyone who should be nominated for the Australian Biosecurity Awards?
FBIA members are encouraged to nominate eligible individuals, groups or organisations to recognise the
commitment to working collaboratively with the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources.
Please go to http://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/australia/public-awareness/aba to learn more about
the eligibility requirements and how to apply.This is a great opportunity to recognise the contribution others
have made to Australian biosecurity.

FEDERAL REGISTER OF LEGISLATION
Biosecurity Act 2015
Compilation was modified on 20/09/2017
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2017C00303
Biosecurity (Suspended Goods – Uncooked Prawns) Determination 2017
Compilation was registered on 19/09/2017
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017C00876
Biosecurity (Consequential Amendments and Transitional Provisions) Act 2015
An Act to deal with consequential and transitional matters arising from the enactment of the Biosecurity Act
2015, and for related purposes
Item was amended
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2015A00062
Biosecurity Act 2015
An Act relating to diseases and pests that may cause harm to human, animal or plant health or the
environment, and for related purposes
Item was amended
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2015A00061

BUSINESS CONSULATION NOTIFICATION
Draft Pest Risk Analysis Report
You are invited to comment on the draft pest risk analysis report on the brown marmorated stick bug as a
pest that requires risk management measures.
Food derived from DHA Canola Line Proposal
You are invited to comment on the application to use a specific genetically modified canola line in food.

FOR MORE VISIT: WWW.FBIA.ORG.AU

FOOD STANDARDS AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND
Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) has advised
that three Risk Statements for Imported Foods have been released
on the FSANZ website.
Risk Statements have been published for: Imported fresh raw beef and beef products and
Campylobacter jejuni/coli; Imported fresh raw beef and beef products and Salmonella spp; Imported fresh
raw beef and beef products and Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli.
Here is the link http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumer/importedfoods/Pages/FSANZ-advice-onimported-food.aspx
The latest Notification Circular (25-17) was published on 21 September 2017.
The Circular summarises work currently being undertaken or finalised by FSANZ including:
• Application A1136 – Protein Glutaminase as a Processing Aid (Enzyme) (call for submissions)
• Application A1152 – Clarify the definition of fruit and vegetable wine (application rejection)
Call for submissions on a new processing aid 21/09/2017
Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) has called for submissions on an application to allow the
use of protein glutaminase as a processing aid.
The closing date for submissions is 6pm (Canberra time) 2 November 2017.
• Application A1136 – Protein Glutaminase as a Processing Aid (Enzyme)

FSANZ - Media issues for the week
Here are the media issues for the week (18 -24 September 2017)
Food Labelling
The NZ Greens party Consumers’ Right to Know Bill passed its first reading in Parliament this week with
support from almost all parties. The Bill proposes to introduce mandatory country-of-origin labelling on
foods either packed or unpacked that contain one “fruit, vegetable, meat, seafood nut, grain, seed or oil”.
Read more.
A new phone app promises to make it easier for people with allergies, intolerances or special dietary
requirements to understand food labels. Users can take a picture of the ingredients label and the app will
produce the full list with colour coding according to safety. Users can choose from pre-set dietary
requirements ranging from a nut allergy to lactose intolerance, and access valuable information about
nutrients in food and their side effects.
Food safety
A brand of chorizo sausages was recalled from a major Aussie supermarket this week after E.coli fears.
The recall received media coverage on a number of news websites including ABC News.
Scientists in the EU have been given a 1.5 million euro grant to investigate the link between obesity,
diabetes, and fertility with exposure to acrylamide—a chemical that forms naturally in foods such as
crisps, biscuits and chips during heating processes. The carcinogenic effects of the contaminant have
been explored but less attention has focused on other possible consequences. Read more.
Diet and nutrition
If you have been struggling to lose weight, the answer may be in your… waste. This article takes a look at
a new study which has revealed that the proportion of a person’s gut bacteria has a big effect on their
body’s ability to shift weight, and says that getting a stool sample analysed is one way of seeing what your
gut landscape looks like.
In case you missed it, ketogenic diets—which are based on 80–90 per cent of total kilojoules coming from
fat—are all the rage now for weight loss. But how effective are they? This nutritionist says it all depends
on whether or not it achieves a reduction in total kilojoule intake or not.
A new study that tracked the eating habits of more than 135,000 participants over a seven-year period
found that those with the highest intake of dietary fat were associated with a lower risk of death. Experts
say the findings aren’t so much an endorsement of low-carb diets but more a question mark on very high
carbohydrate consumption. Read more.
GMO
A US company that runs the largest indoor vertical farm in the world is about to undertake research into
how plants can be changed using a process referred to as “the opposite of GM foods”. The process
involves altering different aspects of the environment the plants are grown in, like light, humidity and
temperature, and may also change how the veggies look and taste. Read more.
Quirky
Anyone who has ever been a victim of food theft from the office fridge will agree that it truly is a crime
when a colleague pinches your leftovers—and the BBC newsroom in London is no exception. A missing
slice of cheesecake from the communal fridge has made headlines after staff turned on each other in a
passive aggressive post-it-note saga.

AUSTRALIAN PESTICIDES AND VETERINARY MEDICINES AUTHORITY
Edition No. 19, 19 September 2017 is now available on the APVMA website. As a subscriber, you will
receive an email notification each time a new Gazette is published.
CONTENTS
Erratum Notice - page 3
Agricultural Chemical Products and Approved Labels - page 4
Veterinary Chemical Products and Approved Labels - page 14
Cancellation of Label Approvals at the Request of the Holder - page 15
Licensing of Veterinary Chemical Manufacturers - page 16
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HEALTH STAR RATING
Health Star Rating - Form of the Food (‘As Prepared’) Stakeholder Workshops
The purpose of the workshops is to consider the pros and cons of potential options to address the ‘as
prepared’ issue in the context of the objectives and principles of the HSR system. A discussion paper
outlining the options that were raised through the public submission process will be considered at the
workshops and will be made available on the HSR website prior to the Sydney workshop.
Sydney 28 September 2017
9.00am-1.00pm SMC Conference and Function Centre, 66 Goulburn Street, Sydney
Auckland 5 October 2017
9.30am-1.00pm Fonterra Centre, 109 Fanshawe Street, Auckland, New Zealand
Melbourne 12 October 2017
9.00am-1.00pm Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre, 1 Convention Centre Place, South Wharf
Click here for more information.

NEWS
Indonesia/Australia Trade: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-20/steve-ciobo-announces-novemberdeadline-for-indonesia-trade-deal/8965262
Victoria’s Trade Statement http://trade.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/130314/Trade-VictoriaStatement-2017.pdf
Australian Food News - Thought for Food
Read the full Newsletter here

RIGBY COOKE LAWYERS
Event Invitation >>
Defending a WorkSafe prosecution in Court
A workplace fatality is a rare, but devastating
experience for the victim’s family, colleagues and
for the employer.Most directors and managers are
completely unprepared to deal with the prosecution –
and the publicity – that inevitably follows.
This event will give a valuable insight in how the
legal system addresses these fundamental
questions. Our expert OHS lawyers will answer
your questions and provide informative narration
about how to manage the process.

Date: Tuesday 17 October 2017
Time: 5.30pm - 8.00pm
Location: County Court of Victoria
For more info visit here.

AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY GROUP
Industry Newsletter
https://www.aigroup.com.au/policy-and-research/industrynewsletter/

EVENTS
EXPO Pakistan
The Pakistan Government is looking to sponsor Food and Beverage Importers Association member(s) to
attend Expo Pakistan from 9th to 12th November. The Expo has a significant focus food.
Approved attendees will have air fares, accommodation and support provided by the Government. This is
an opportunity to meet suppliers and have meetings arranged for you. Meetings with government and
relevant officials will also be organised.
The website for the expo is : http://www.expopakistan.gov.pk/h3.php .
For further details contact Hasan Kanji - hasan.kanji@outlook.com or 0412 227 224 who is the Honorary
Investment Consul for Pakistan in Sydney.
Indus Food
If you would like to register to attend go to www.indusfood.co.in/buyer.
All visiting buyers at Indus Food 2018 will be able to leverage the following
benefits:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

5 star Hotel accommodation with complimentary breakfast.
Comprehensive app based business matchmaking and appointment schedulers to connect with
suppliers
Invitation to Gala Networking Dinner and Sundowner Party
Airport and Venue Transfers
Full re-imbursement of Registration fee
Visa Assistance
Post event tours/plant visits
Interpreters on request

All registered buyers are screened by the Indus food buyer screening committee and buyers may be
offered partial reimbursement of airfares, based on country of origin.
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